[Proteases and tumor invasion].
Degradation of basement membranes is a common feature in the vicinity of carcinomas. It is likely explained by the action of various proteinases, some being produced by tumor cells themselves and some originating in the surrounding tissues. The proteinases which are involved in this lytic process are numerous. Among them one has to stress first plasminogen activators and plasmin and on the other side collagenases. Actually these enzymes seem to have a coordinate action, so as to be described as a proteolytic cascade. Another important factor lies in the existence of proteinases inhibitors. If the balance between proteinases and their inhibitors is altered, basement membranes can be degraded, allowing tumor cells to pass through them, as shown by in vitro experiments.